Mustang Daily, May 18, 2011 by unknown
R lin  High 39*/ 
Low 46*
Find out about San 
Luis Obispo’s new 
Smartmeters.
AT MUSTAN6DAILY.NET
Cal Poly 
alumna hits 
bookshelves.
IN ARTS, P. 6
Cahn receives 
fourth All-Big 
West honor.
IN SPORTS. P 12
volume LXXV,
y
•<
t
Armstrong calls for change 
after recent sexual assaults
C atherine B o rg e so n
CATHERINEBORGESON.M D^M AIL.COM
Cal Poly President Jeffrey Armstrong 
called a news conference yesterday to 
address a “change in culture” that he 
said is necessary after three reported 
rapes this month.
The task force assembled to 
bring about this change consists 
o f Academic Senate Chair Rachel 
Fernflores, Vice President for Stu­
dent Affairs Cornel Morton and 
Associated Students Inc. President 
Sarah Storelli.
Armstrong said sexual assaults
are underreported, and he wants 
to make sure that victims o f sex­
ual assault feel safe to report inci­
dents so the crimes can be prop­
erly investigated.
“I do know that, as a campus 
that cares about each other, we 
need to take a hard look at our­
selves, particularly (at) sexual vio­
lence, alcohol and drug abuse,” 
Armstrong said.
The task force will review pro­
grams currently in place at Cal 
Poly, as well as other campuses
see Armstrong, page 2
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Cal Poly professor Russell Swanagon doesn’t teach 
English, literature, speech or theatre. Swanagon 
teaches storytelling —  which requires all o f the 
above. His office is filled with children’s books, fai­
rytales, ghost stories, mythologies and folklore from 
around the world, and he shows how these stories 
are still relevant in people’s daily and personal lives.
"We can all. in some way, relate to these ancient 
stories, even if we can’t tell our own story," Swana­
gon said. “We can use one o f these ancient stories to 
speak our own truth."
Swanagon is a professional storyteller. He received 
a master’s degree in storytelling from East Tennessee 
State University and teaches liberal studies storytell­
ing classes and how to apply it in education.
“It’s an extremely effective vehicle for transmitting 
information,” Swanagon said. “Things that we learn 
in narrative form, we remember to a much greater 
degree than if we learn faas and skills in isolation.”
But Swanagon’s audience goes beyond Cal Pbly. 
He also teaches people how to heal through stories.
One such audience is the California Men’s Col­
ony, where a training program allows inmates to
see StoryteUing, page 2
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Move over, Ty Pennington, Cal Polys bringing the 
hou.se down.
The Poly House Program and industrial and 
manufacturing engineering department, will reno­
vate the home o f a local family for their disabled 
son. The group started off with absolutely no fund­
ing and has only six days to complete the project, 
which began May 13 and will resume Friday.
At the center o f the projea is 16-year-old Jacob 
Slattery from Shandon, Calif.
At a young age, Slattery was diagnosed with 
a severe form of spina bifida —  a birth defect in 
which the neural tube does not develop or close 
properly, afiecting the backbone and spinal cord.
Slattery is paralyzed from the mid-chest down 
and has been in a wheelchair since the age 0^2.
Slanery has also undergone 12 major surgeries 
and suffered from hydrocephalus —  known as wa­
ter on the brain —  and osteoporosis.
y: *7^  , _
warn said it ht^es ID hM^kle a kager 
¿Shhlyto ease accessibility, a wheddnir'£rkndly 
btthlOom, larger doorway entrances, a whedchdr- 
accessible backyard with an activity area and'odKr 
renovations to make it easier for Slanery to get 
around the house. -
The project wilj^  help cj^ngc Slattery’s life, 
said Kelly Yip, Pjgd^ . House^vents coordinator^ 
and publicist.
“Its a really inteian^i^ case J^^ccausc people 
(vritb this disea.se) survive dut buig, " Yip 
sai$i. "Were doin^j^^ for airndly | ^ t  cadih^^^e 
basacbancc.”
Afteri hearing about Slattery tbiD||(|^  pttrtici- 
patiag, noimirpbt otgiaizatioiu. Yip gm  the Poly 
House team deciig|rin)ds wtir die ghat to step up 
and help Slanej^ any #iry it could. ,
“Wb want to help bun be more iodepen^ent* I 
Wpsaid.' -
This project would not have been {sih^le vrftbout
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Storytelling
continued from page I
volunteer at the prisons hospice to 
work with sick and dying prisoners.
“I work with them in personal 
stories, healing stories and life review 
stories,” Swanagon said. “The idea be­
hind this particular hospice program, 
and I assume others, is that in order 
to help heal those that are dying, you 
(have) also got to heal yourself. And, 
probably one o f the most effective 
ways to do that is through story.”
Swanagon remembered one in­
mate with a life sentence who did 
just that, saying the Greek myth of 
Sisyphus was his own story.
“He said that every day you get up 
in prison and it’s the same thing,” Swa­
nagon said. “It’s the same walls, the 
same bars, the same routine. The same, 
everything is the same. It’s just like this 
task o f Sisyphus, o f rolling this boulder 
up this mountain. The same boulder, 
the same mountain, every day and 
getting the boulder to the top of the 
mountain only to have the boulder roll
down again and having to go down to 
the bottom of the mountain and get­
ting to roll the stone up yet again day 
after day after day, year after year after 
year. And he was saying this was very 
much what his life was about.”
The inmate came to the conclu­
sion that, even if his day was filled 
with repetition and routine, he could 
still choose how to approach it and 
find joy and creativity in just living.
“He may be within the walls, but 
he’s involved in the very creative act of 
telling his own story differently every 
day that he opens his eyes,” he said.
The elderly o f San Luis Obispo 
have also’ been impacted by Swana- 
gon’s storytelling.
Swanagon works in convalescent 
hospitals and long-term care facili­
ties, such as Sydney Creek Alzheimer’s 
and Dementia Care Community. His 
audience ranges from 80 to 100 years 
old and can be comatose, mute or 
non-communicative in some way, he 
said. He tells stories such as “The Ped­
dler o f Swaflham,” and listens to the 
patients who can tell their own stories.
“They get excellent care, but the
thing that is often lacking is the abil­
ity of an elder to share their stories, to 
share a narrative of what is important 
to them in this particular time in their 
lives,” he said. “It’s kind of reverse sto­
rytelling, story-catching. It’s providing 
a space in which the story can be held.” 
Swanagon’s work has touched 
many people in the San Luis Obispo 
community. His influence even re­
flected on someone he said he con­
siders a mentor —  Elizabeth Ellis.
Ellis is a professor at East Tennessee 
State University, a published author 
and an award-winning professional 
storyteller. Swanagon was one o f her 
students when he was working on his 
master’s degree, and she described him 
as intuitive, hardworking, insightful 
and an “outstanding storyteller.”
“It takes a special teller to take 
p>euple into areas that are dark and 
painful without losing their listeners,” 
Ellis said. “If you are not very good 
and quite careful, you lose them be­
cause people become frightened ini­
tially, and they draw back from what 
you are trying to tell them instead of 
trying to become involved in it. (Swa­
nagon) is one of those rare tellers that 
(is) able to take people to places that 
are darker and more demanding."
Ellis’ favorite story Swanagon tells 
is one she gave him herself. v *
Tided “The Handsome Young Fish­
wife,” it is a story about a fiairy queen 
who gives her son to an Irish fisher­
man’s wife. The woman raises him and 
teaches him to grow, laugh, work and 
be a man. Swanagon said he considers 
this story to be his personal one.
“A lot o f (Swanagon’s) interest is 
in story that deals with helping boys 
become men, helping young men 
figure out how to take on the role 
o f being a man in our culture,” El­
lis said. “Not many things help men 
do that. They often have to struggle 
and learn things by trial and error 
that earlier in our culture would have 
been taught to them by people who 
were mentoring them."
Another penson impacted by Swa­
nagon’s storytelling is Bob Liepman, 
an amateur musician who sometimes 
accompanies Swanagon in public 
storytelling at venues such as the 
Steynberg Gallery.
“He is captivating; he doesn’t rush 
his storytelling,” Liepman said. “He’ll 
give you an idea to think about, you 
think about it, and it unfolds. He 
speaks softly so you have to lean in 
and get into it. I’m really listening to 
what he is doing and then where there 
is a space, 1 put a litde music in.”
Musician Chris O ’Connell said he 
¡is moved by Swanagon’s storytelling. 
O ’Connell is the lead musician at 
Hospice Partners, where Swanagon 
often volunteers his time. O ’Connell 
has known him for 15 years and said 
Swanagon’s work exists on many dif­
ferent levels.
“I have a whole bunch o f memo­
ries working with Russell, telling sto­
ries with Ru.ssell,” O ’Connell said. 
“All that he’s done in the community 
to foster and further storytelling as 
an art form and also as something we 
just do every day, not just something 
that’s done up onstage.”
Editor's note: For tips from Swanagon 
on being a storyteller or im proving your 
own storytelling skills, watch the video 
a t mustangdaily.net.
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the Poly House foundation. ILe par­
ticipating class, Technological Project 
Management, was first staned by Roya 
Javadpour eight years ago as a way to 
teach and enhance Cal Polys “I^eam By 
l^oing” mantra.
“This class illustrates exactly what 
Learn By Doing is, and that’s what 
we arc so proud of,” said Jose Mace- 
do, the industrial and manufaauring 
engineering department chair.
And Macedo knows that follow­
ing the university’s motto di>esn’t 
come easy.
“This class is about project man­
agement, and to learn the principles 
and concepts o f project manage­
ment,” Macedo said. “It makes more 
sense when you limit the resources 
available to execute the project.”
I he set limit of resources is slim 
for this project. The team o f approxi­
mately 40 students start oft with no 
money —  they rely entirely on fun­
draising and donations. Ihereforc, 
when supplies arc low, the students 
need to carefully plan every step.
“Everything has to be planned,” 
Macedo said. “When you severely re­
strict the time and constrain it, that’s 
the challenging side of it. Ihey need 
to know what needs to be done, or 
they will not be able to pull it oft."
With only two weekends to com­
plete the house renovation, Macedo 
stressed the importance of working 
quickly, but safely. He said the stu­
dents have created their own safety
■They do it to make a difference 
and toTlnprove the quality of life 
for someone in the coi
—  Roya Javadpour
Poly House project founder
plans as well as a “back-up” in case 
things do not go accordingly.
“By executing tlte project they 
have planned, the)' can learn how 
well their plan was; what worked 
and what didn’t work,” Macedo said. 
“'Ihey learn a lot sometimes when 
things dotu go exactly the way they 
plan (because) they have to use their 
back-up plan. If (they) had to do this 
in a lab, it would not be as real.”
Poly House project founder ja ­
vadpour said she knows her students 
participate in this class to c'Xjierience 
just how “real” it gets, and to give 
back to the community they love.
“Ihey don’t do it just for class 
or for the grade,” javadpt>ur said. 
“They do it to make a difference 
and to improve the quality of life for 
someone in the community. Iheir 
enthusiasm really shines through.” 
Ih e  students .started working 
the beginning o f the quarter to 
make sure the building renovation 
runs smoothly, and javadpour said 
she is eager to see the final product.
“We’re very excited,” javadpour 
said. “It’s a lot o f work, but I have 
no doubt that the students will de­
liver a great end product.”
The .Slattery family will stay in 
the Los Angeles area during the 
renovation —  a gift donated by the 
Poly House.
Armstrong
Continued from page /
around the country. Ihe members 
of the task force will report back 
to Armstrong by the end of spring 
quarter with recommendations 
for intproving current resources 
and building additional programs 
that address the.se issues of sexual 
assault, Armstrong said.
He expects actions and recom­
mendations from the task force as 
early as this week.
I'ask force member and philost)- 
phy professor Fernflores said the 
task force will work in the context 
o f the national .scene.
“Our real problem is we haven’t 
talked about it enough,” Fern­
flores said. “Tlte.se are problems that 
every college community has. We 
want to be the college community 
that does the best job in addressing 
the.se issues and providing resources 
and support.”
These resources will educate stu­
dents about sexual assault and alco­
hol abuse.
“We don’t want to treat (sexual as­
sault and alcohol abuse) as the same 
problem but meet them at their in­
tersections and recognize each as a 
problem in and o f its own right," 
Fernflores said.
Ih e  task force is .set to have both 
short and long-term plans. Cornel, 
.Storelli and Fernflores will have 
their first meeting today to discuss 
accomplishing their goal of reducing 
sexual assault.
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Obama says he wants peace 
between Isreal and Palestine Word on the StreetWhat do you think of the university’s action after the
recent sexual assaults?
Michael Muskal
LOS ANGELES TIMES
President Barack Obama on Tues­
day called for progress in solving the 
conflict between Israel and the Pales­
tinians as part o f the wave of change 
sweeping through the Mideast.
Speaking after a White House 
meeting with Jordans King Abdullah 
II, Obama said resolving the Israel- 
Palestinian conflict was vital. Obama 
is scheduled to meet with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
on Friday, a day after he addresses the 
United States on Middle East policy, 
including the pro-democracy upris­
ings and related issues.
“We also discussed the situation 
with respect to the Israel and the 
Palestinian conflict, and we both 
share the view that despite the many 
changes or perhaps because ot the 
many changes that are taking place 
in the region, it is more vital than 
ever that both Israelis and Palestin­
ians find a way to get back to the 
table and begin negotiating a process 
whereby they can create two states 
that are living side by side in peace 
and .security,” Obama said.
“We will continue to ... encourage 
an equitable and just solution for a 
problem that has been nagging the 
region for many, many years,” the 
president added.
Peace efforts have been stalemated 
for months on questions including 
the construction of Israeli settle­
ments, prompting the Palestinians 
to consider going to the United Na­
tions in the fall to seek official rec­
ognition for a unilateral declaration 
of statehood. Complicating the situ­
ation is a recent agreement designed 
to heal the breach between Palestin­
ian groups running the West Bank 
and Gaza. The United States, Israel 
and the West consider Hamas, which 
runs Gaza, a terrorist group.
Last week, former Sen. George 
Mitchell, the presidents special 
envoy to the Mideast, abruptly re­
signed. Violence, a constant threat in 
the region, picked up over the week­
end. '
In his speech Thursday, Obama is 
expected to discuss i.ssues that have 
marked the recent turmoil in the 
region where pro-democracy groups 
have toppled governments in Tunisia 
and Egypt, shaken rulers in Syria, 
Bahrain and Yemen and have led to 
civil war-like conditions in Libva. 
Led by the United States and Europe, 
the United Nations authorized a “no- 
fly” zone in Libya to protect civil­
ians. That zone is being enforced by 
NATO. Obama is also likely to touch 
on Iran’s ongoing nuclear ambitions 
and the recent raid in Pakistan in 
which terrorist leader 0.sama bin 
Laden was killed earlier this month.
The president told reporters that 
Tuesday’s meeting with King Abdul­
lah was “an opfxirtunity for us to 
share our views on the extraordinary 
changes taking place throughout the 
region.”
Noting that King Abdullah has 
pushed, for reforms in his country, 
Obama praised the effort, adding 
that economic improvement was 
needed as well as political change. 
Obama announced a plan to use 
Overseas Private Investment Corpo­
ration money to leverage $1 billion 
of development in Jordan. He also 
announced a plan to send 50,000 
metric tons o f wheat to Jordan to 
help stabilize the daily cost o f living.
“ I actually don ’t know much 
besides the emails. I heard 
about the task force. I think it’s 
probably a good idea to raise 
awareness. I haven’t really 
read much about it and haven’t 
heard what they’re going to  
do I know they’re getting ASI 
to  do something about this. I 
guess It’s a good thing, gener­
ally speaking.”
— Henn Cacal, 
chemistry senior
“ I think in terms of getting out 
resources and information 
th a t’s available to everyone 
they've been really good. The 
quick responses have been 
pretty good to have. It’s good 
to know w e ’re being kept in the 
loop. The fact that they showed 
evei^one what resources they 
liad was really good.”
— Come Day 
psychology senior
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“ I feel like they haven't do 
ne anything about it. It’s inter­
esting that all these incidei its 
happened within a week oi 
tw o — I don ’t reinembet any­
thing like this happening at Cal 
Poly before. I don ’t know w h­
a t’s exactly going on it makes 
me wonder v\/hat they’re teilirig 
us and what they're actually 
doing. I feel like things are ce ­
nsored. I wish tfu-:v did ijpdate 
us a little more.”
— Heidi Kim,
political science sophom ore
"The fact tluit the president 
sent a letter means it’s obivoLis 
Cal Poly cares -  it ’s not like 
the administration is Congress 
and nothing yets done. If they 
do wtiat they're saying as far 
as the police conducting an 
investigation and a suspect 
has been identified, if they’re 
going to look into it. tha t’s 
definitely the place to start.”
— Jason Elwood. 
physics so( )t iomore
t '-'iiir' mr§ a -| W  .iNr'^
1
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“ I'm not entirely sure wtiat rs 
being done. I heard about the 
three incidents, but l tiaven't 
actually heard wtiat steps ttie 
university has taken to 
prevent more incidents."
— Kenneth Wong.
civil engineering sophiomo-r^
■■Personally. I think the 
[^resident's lirst letter was 
really strong. I'm glad he sent 
It out, I tliink everything’s just 
snowballing. It's hard to say 
what needs to be done, but 
something has to happen."
— Amy SrnitlvSchwartz. 
kinesiology senior
Need help resolving any 
university-related issue, 
concern, conflict, 
or complaint?
Student Ombuds Services 
aválable to all Cal Poly students.
See the Ombuds for confidential, informal, 
impartial, and independent assistance.
Student Ombuds Services
Available Monday -  Friday 
10 a.m. -1 2  p.m. a  by appointment 
Kennedy Library, Room 113
call: 756-1380
view: www.ombuds.calpoly.edu
e-mail: ombuds@calpoly.edu
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Governm ent agrees on $ 15 0  billion cut
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TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
A top Republican said on Tues­
day that as much as $150  billion 
in spending reductions has been 
identified as potential common 
ground between the W hite House 
and congressional negotiators 
seeking an agreement on deficit- 
reduction measures in exchange 
for raising the nations debt limit.
“You first look at the things 
where there might be some over­
lap between our budgets and their 
budgets,” said Sen. Jon Kyi, R- 
Ariz., the Senate Republicans* chief 
negotiator in budget talks.
He said that initially about 
$100 billion in cuts were identi­
fied, and then subsequent areas o f 
agreement were noted. “We’re dis­
cussing in the magnitude o f $130 
billion in cuts,” he said.
Finding possible agreement on 
$150 billion in budget cuts is a start, 
but far from the more than $2 tril­
lion in budget reforms that would be 
needed over the next several years to 
meet House Speaker John A. Boehner’s 
demand that spending reductions be 
greater than the amount of additional 
borrowing authority needed to keep the 
country from default.
The nation hit its nearly $14.3 tril­
lion debt limit this week, but Treasury 
Department offrcials have indicated 
that they can maneuver resources to 
avoid defaulting on the nauon’s obliga­
tions until Aug. 2.
With the national debt accu­
mulating at a rate o f $125 billion a 
month, estimates are a $2 trillion 
increase would be needed to avoid 
hitting the statutory debt limit again 
until late 2012.
Kyi declined to discuss specific ar­
eas o f agreement from the last meet­
ing o f congressional negotiators and 
Vice President Joe Biden, who has 
been leading the closed-door talks.
But areas of common ground 
between the president’s proposed 
2012 budget and the House Repub­
lican-passed plan include possible 
reductions in agricultural supports, 
changes in federal employee pension 
plans and an expansion o f the Fed­
eral Communication Commission’s 
spectrum authority.
Both sides have also indicated 
privately that changes to the Medic­
aid health program for low-income 
Americans, seniors and the disabled 
are also an area for consideration, 
though Kyi said that health-care re­
forms have not yet been addressed 
in the talks.
MeanwJiile, Sen. Tom Cobum, R- 
Okla., said Tuesday that he is taking a 
break from the “gang of six” senators 
that has been trying to develop bipar­
tisan deficit reduction legisladon after 
talks hit an impasse.
Corburn “is disappointed the 
group has not been able to bridge 
the gap between what needs to hap­
pen and what senators will support,” 
said a statement from the senator’s 
spokesman. “He has decided to take 
a break from the talks.”
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New bill in Sacramento mirrors debate over universal health coverage
Yesenia Amaro
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
Supporters o f state Senate Bill 810 
say the legislation would be the only 
way to provide medical coverage for 
every resident of California.
Opponents deride the measure as 
“socialized medicine.”
The California Universal Health­
care Act was introduced by Demo­
cratic state Sen. Mark >^eno. The bill 
would initiate a single-payer universal 
health care reform for the state o f Cali­
fornia, Leno said. “What that means in 
short is Medicare for all,” he explained.
Supporter Keith Ensmingcr, a 
Merced resident and owner o f Kram- 
ber Translation, said the largest ben­
efit of the legislation would probably 
be that it would include everyone. 
“Everybody would have insurance, 
regardless o f their income and regard­
less o f their position in life," he said.
There arc other positive effects from 
the bill, Ensminger said. It would low­
er the cost o f insurance for most peo­
ple, everybody would be covered with
an insurance plan and it would allow 
people to have their medical condition 
treated early rather than waiting.
In addition, it would prevent 
medical bankruptcies, he said.
Dr. Bill Skeen, executive director 
o f Calilbinias chapter o f Physicians 
for a National Health Program, said 
• the organization supports the legisla­
tion because its the only way of pro­
viding coverage for everyone and con­
trolling the high costs o f the health 
care system. The organization advo­
cates for a universal, comprehensive 
single-payer national health program.
“I think it would be a win-win sit­
uation for almost everyone,” he said.
Providers would also sec gains from 
the single-payer system, Skeen said.
“One of them is with a single-payer, 
there would be a simplified electronic 
billing system,” he said. That would 
help providers cut costs by not need­
ing as many medical records clerks.
However, pan of the bill that could 
be criticized is that everyone would be a 
pan of the same plan, Ensemingcr said.
Organizations such as the Cali­
fornia Chamber o f Commerce and 
the Child and Family Protection As­
sociation (CPFA) strongly oppose 
the bill. The CFPA calls it socialized 
medicine. “SB 810 would destroy our 
choices in health care and force us 
to pay for and exclusively use a gov­
ernment-controlled socialistic health 
care system —  regardless o f what 
the courts or Congress do with the 
Obamacare,” the organization said 
on its website.
Marti Fisher, a policy advocate 
with the California Chamber of Com­
merce, wasn’t available for comment.
In a letter she sent to members of 
the state Senate Health Committee 
on behalf o f the chamber, she said 
the chamber opposes the bill because 
“it creates a new government-run, 
multibillion-dollar socialized health 
care system that would conflict with 
recently enacted federal health care 
reform and built from a yet to be 
specified premium structure.”
However, Leno said the bill 
wouldn’t conflict with,federal health 
care law. In 2017, the federal law
would let states apply for federal waiv­
ers, which would allow California to 
use federal dollars on health care in the 
state for a single-payer .system, he said.
The idea is that states would pro­
vide broader coverage without in­
creasing the federal deficit.
Leno said the single-payer system 
in California would cover everyone, 
while the federal law would leave 
about 3 million without coverage. 
“The single-payer would cover every­
one and will reduce the cost and the 
growth in health care costs,” he said.
In California, there are about 12
million people without coverage at 
any given time, he said.
In the letter to the state Senate 
committee, Fisher said the bill would 
“establish a premium commission to 
impose a premium for all employers, 
which is essentially a tax.”
The state would use the same mon­
ey it now uses to pay for the single- 
payer system. However, Leno said the 
money would be spent more efficiendy.
The legislation is a two-year bill, 
Leno said, and the hope is to have it 
on the governor’s desk in the summer 
of 2012.
-payer would cover 
Iffii illpii and will reduce the 
cost and the growth in 
care costs.
Sen. Mark Leno
( D ) - C A
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Cal Poly alumna brings back spirit of ‘60s with book
Victoria Billings
V lC TO R IA BlL LIN G S.M D @
GMAIL.COM
Sex, drugs and the Viet­
nam War come to life in 
Cal Poly alumna and local 
author Sherry Shahans 
new novel, “Purple Daze.” 
The book focuses on 
characters Mickey, Cheryl, 
Don, Nancy, Ziggy and 
Phil, whose lives are affected 
by turbulent events in 1965. 
When one teen is drafted and 
another enlists in the Navy, 
the friendship o f a group o f six 
friends is torn apart.
Shahan based the characters 
on her and her high school friends’ 
lives in the ‘60s, she said. In fact, 
she was inspired to write “Purple 
Daze” after discovering a shoebox in 
her closet full o f letters from a friend 
who fought in Vietnam. The letters 
prompted her to stan sketching out 
characters based on her experiences.
Shahan chose to write most o f the 
novel in short, free verse poems from 
each character’s unique points o f view. 
This unusual style of storytelling allows 
the reader to get a better sense of the 
attitude of the friends she used as inspi­
ration, she said.
“We really were kind of a crazy 
bunch, and their voices come out in 
different ways,” Shahan said.
The lives o f each character through­
out the novel are deeply affected by 
U.S. involvement in Vietnam. Wheth­
er they are fighting abroad, like Phil, 
who learns to carry his M -16 every­
where with him except the shower, 
or left at home, like Nancy, who falls 
into a deep depression when her boy­
friend is drafted, each has their own 
story to tell.
Cal Poly American history profes­
sor Joel Orth said Nancy’s story is j 
typical o f teens affected by the draft 
in the 1960s.
“You could imagine if your 
brothers or friends were potentially 
going to be drafted or sent to Iraq 
or Afghanistan,” Orth said. “It
would be so much more p>ersonal.” 
Since teens were exposed to the 
reality o f the Vietnam War and the 
civil rights movement in the ‘60s, 
many were personally affected by the 
period o f political and social turmoil. 
But it was an exciting time to be a 
teen, Orth said.
“Certainly growing up in that 
era, being a teenager in the 1960s, 
you would have a sense that being 
involved could actually lead to some­
thing,” Orth said.
For example, many young people 
found themselves deciding between 
joining the military or protesting U.S. 
involvement overseas.
In “Purple Daze,” Shahan weaves 
the current events in among the sto­
rylines o f each o f the characters, with 
passages on military operations, ex­
cerpts from newspaper articles and 
timely speeches.
In one tableau, Shahan includes 
excerpts from Martin Luther King 
jr .’s sp>eech, “How Long, Not Long," 
which was delivered on the steps df the 
State Capitol in Montgomery, Ala., in
1965. Shahan said she 
originally intended to use 
King’s famous “1 Have a 
Dream” speech, but it was 
from the year before. She 
came across the other speech, 
which she liked because it 
was less familiar to readers.
fbe historical details are 
kept to a minimum, however, 
and only provide a backdrop to 
the teens’ stories, Shahan said.
“I didn’t want the history to 
overtake the story o f the char­
acters,” Shahan said. “And ulti­
mately, it’s about the characters."
The characters often proved 
to provide more historical detail 
themselves since the novel con­
tains stories about life in the mili­
tary, taken from the experiences o f ' 
real veterans.
Shahan turned to local V iet-' 
nam War veteran Phillip Manor to 
help her get accurate accounts, and 
in turn, he gave her details o f what]
see Alumna^ page 8 ]
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serving in Vietnam was like for him.
“He’s the one who told me they 
put condoms over the muzzle o f 
their rifle because there was so much 
humidity in Vietnam that they didn’t 
want them to rust,” Shahan said.
Shahan in turn loosely based 
the character o f Phil on Manor. 
Throughout the book, Phil, who has 
been drafted into service, writes let­
ters to his friends recounting how 
dangerous and dirty his life in Viet­
nam really is.
“Vietnam was the real deal,” 
Manor said. “It wasn’t spit and pol­
ish. There wasn’t any o f that because 
it was war.”
Aside from correcting a few inac­
curacies, Manor said he didn’t have 
to change "Purple Daze” much when 
Shahan first asked him to read over 
it. The novel was almost finished, 
and he was impressed by the depth 
and realism of each character.
“I’ve seen so many people I’ve 
known in my life, all different ages, 
in these characters —  in these six 
characters,” Manor said.
Anyone who reads “Purple Daze” 
can find a charaaer they identify 
with. Manor said, even if the action 
is set more than 40 years ago.
This is ^ c t l y  what Shahan 
intended when writing “Purple 
Daze.” She said she wanted modern 
teens to easily rdati» to the charac­
ters, even though she drew upon her 
high school friends from the ‘60s to 
write about.
“I’d like to think that there’s a 
universal quality about the charac­
ters," Shahan said. “^ They still have is­
sues with parents, with relationships, 
with school."
—  Joel Ortti
American history professor
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FCC and Comcast: too close for comfort
PAUL LACHINE N EW SA RT
Ryan BUthen is editorial-page editor o f  
the Seattle Times.
The incestuous relationship be­
tween Congress and lobbyists is 
well documented. A congressman 
or senator loses re-election or retires 
then moves over to K Street for a 
well-paying lobbying gig.
The revolving door between 
those making law and those paid 
to influence law is disturbing. Yet 
it has become common practice in 
Washington. The bounds o f this 
cozy arrangement were stretched 
last week and raised the eyebrows of 
even the most cynical D .C. watch­
ers when Meredith Attwell Baker 
announced she was leaving the Fed­
eral Communications Commission 
(FCC) to head up lobbying at NBC 
Universal.
Why docs Bakers move raise the 
level o f bile more than the garden- 
variety congressman not wanting to 
go back to Bald Knob, Ark.? As one 
o f five FCC commissioners, Baker 
voted to approve Comcast’s take­
over o f N BC Universal four short 
months ago —  a bad deal that fur­
ther consolidates U.S. media.
So much for ethics and public 
service, it’s time to get paid.
Unseemly does not begin to 
describe Baker’s actions. Even the 
most jaundiced critic o f the FCC 
should be taken aback by the Re­
publican commissioner’s new job 
and the blink o f time between her 
vote and her announcement. Factor 
in the time consumed by the hiring 
process, which apparently began 
last month, and it’s even worse.
It is actions like Baker’s that turn 
people against government. Even 
supporters of megamergers have to 
worry about this. The integration of 
regulators and industry envelopes 
both parties.
FCC Chairman Julius Gena- 
chowski and Baker have done noth­
ing to tamp down the legitimate 
concerns about N BC Universal’s 
new lobby boss. Baker skipped a 
congressional hearing Friday she 
was previously going to attend. 
Genachowski and the MIA Baker 
are not saying what matters she has 
recused herself from since first being 
contacted by Comcast.
Craig Aaron, president and 
C EO  o f Free Press, had a tweet
that best summed up Baker’s move: 
“Perhaps Comcast’s next move will 
be to just merge with the FCC. 
Then again, how would anybody 
tell the difference?”
Sadly, Aaron’s tweet is close to 
the truth. In recent memory, the 
FCC has consistently approved 
mergers that are bad for consum­
ers and the public good. The com­
mission also has not been able to 
find the backbone to push through 
meaningful rules and regulations 
for the Internet, media ownership 
and broadcast licensing.
Instead o f looking out for what 
is best for democracy and the na­
tion, the FC C  has become little 
more than a handmaiden for the 
mega-corporations that control 
America’s media.
Baker is not the first commis­
sioner to get cozy with the indus­
try being regulated. Former FCC 
Chairman Michael Powell is now 
the head o f the largest cable lobby, 
the National Cable.and Telecom­
munications Association.
Regulation detractors will point
to the rules that govern a former 
commissioner when they become a 
lobbyist, or President Obama’s ex­
ecutive order that puts restrictions 
around former policymakers and 
regulators becoming lobbyists.
The truth is that those rules will 
not matter. So what if Baker cannot 
directly lobby the FCC? She will be 
the boss at N BC Universal’s lobby 
shop. Any pressure or message com­
ing from N BC Universal’s lobbyist 
will have started with Baker. Any 
lobbying will begin and end with 
her. It does not matter if she has a 
minion doing her bidding. The re­
sult is the same.
Baker should step down immedi­
ately from the FCC instead o f wait­
ing until her departure date in June. 
Genachowski should release details 
o f what she has been working on 
since Comcast began courting her.
The damage has been done but 
at least Genachowski can demon­
strate that his commission is taking 
the situation seriously. The public 
deserves a clean accounting o f what 
happened.
it, not matter if she has a 
minion doing her bidding. The 
result is the sam
—  Ryan Blethen
Editorial-page editor o f  the Seattle I'lincs
RELEASlNGr TrêSE 
WSTURWNE PHoToS
WAY incite violence.
THE
comics & games
TO PLACE A CLASSIFiEO A0-.
Order online: www.MUSTAN6DAILY.net 
CalL 805-756-1143 a day prior by noon
Ads must bi prtpaid by chuck madt out 
to HUSTAN6 DAILY or paid by cradit card 
at HUSTAN60AILY.NET
CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FR EE FDR STUDE.
Stop into the MUSTANG DAILY to fin^ d out 
how to place your ad. «
i >
HELP WANTED
The Mustang Daily is hiring the following positions for the
2011-2012 school year:
► Section editors • Copy editors • Staff writers • Web editor 
• Design editors • Photographers 
If you are interested in any of the above positions please 
send a resume and at 3 least clips to kaytlynleslie.md® 
gmail.com or drop off in the Mustang Daily newsroom. 
Graphic Arts building 26 room 226. Tob descriptions are
available on MustangDOBS.
■wnaiiLiMii!
Cal Poly's student radio station KCPR 91.3 is looking for a
News Director.
The News Director will lead and manage public affairs 
through the planning, production, and generating of in­
novative, original news content from the greater San Luis 
Obispo area and interfacing with the community. The 
News Director will assists with news programming deci­
sions and news operations along with managing news 
planning, reporting, editing, and production, while closely 
working with the Mustang Daily, and other facets of Cal 
Poly Journalism. Responsibility and understanding of news 
planning, reporting, editing and production.
All majors are encourages to apply. Applications 
may be submitted to generalmanagers.kcprt0gmail.com 
or at KCPR on the third floor of the Graphic Arts Buidling
(Bldg 26), Room 301
ROOMMATE WANTED
Available now!
Beautiful master bedroom in 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom 
townhome. Plenty of space for bed, couch, and desk in 
the room. Double sink and double shower. Huge walk 
in closet. The home has a spacious kitchen, living room, 
dining room, car garage & washer/dryer. You would be 
sharing the house with 2 young female professionals, 
recently graduated from college. Rent is $750 per month, 
plus utilities. Ideal for a recent graduate!
I am looking for someone to fill this room ASAP. If inter­
ested email me at katesaley@Vahoo.com
HOUSING
Ibdrm s $1250 Studios $925
Includes cable, intrnt, 
wtr & trshi
Garage with Storage 
$25 a mnthi 
284 N Chorro Street 
SLO, CA 
805 544-3952 
www.CentralCoastRen- 
tals.com
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aaflom@gmail.com
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS
1 Name-dropper 
5 Hunter's wear 
9 Plantation drink
14 Amazon source
15 More than passed
16 “Paper Moon" 
Oscar winner
17 Europe-Asia range
18 Trucker's haul
19 Dogie stopper
20 Jeep feature 
22 Went around 
24 Gist
26 Sleep-stage abbr.
27 Hoopsters 
30 Fervid (hyph.)
35 Ckis made 
by lightning
36 Fat ^ l e
37 —  Elcar of “Mac- 
Gyver"
38 High pt.
39 Senri engirres
42 Freedom, in 
slogans
43 Pager's sound
45 Shower acces­
sories
46 Domed residerrce 
48 (Dommeal mush
50 Raisin center
51 Kind of chart
52 Less available 
54 Chuckle gleefully 
58 Part under the
hood (2 wds.)
62 Examkre the books
63 Steak cut
65 Centurion's 
highway
66 Kaput
67 Tree feature
68 Pre-Tina Turner
69 Cremona 
collectible
70 Mars, to Plato
71 Criticize
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DOWN
1 Urge on
2 Agrippina’s son
3 By mouth
4 Relief pitchers
5 Port opposite 
Dover
6 Kind of squash
7 "C ry------- FHver^
8 V e g ^  numbers
9 IRirxMsdty
10 Defenseless
11 Incase
12 Move gingerly
13 Trudge
21 Stifling a yawn 
23 Whale's diet 
25 Funnel cloud
27 Roosters' 
topknots
28 Montezuma 
subject
29 Lost cause 
31 Garden
implements
32 Lecture rooms
33 —  rings
34 Major no-no 
36 TerKler meat
40 Force
41 Lorelei
44 Red powdery 
condiment 
47 Small pets
49 Damaged by 
hail
50 Ballpark noehes
53 Bumir>g bright
54 Yellow vehicles
55 Offended
56 Fragrance
57 Island off Italy
59 Footnote abbr. 
(2 wds.)
60 Swedish 
actress Olin
61 Ore truck
64 Galley mover
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Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books
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$50 a day
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Sponsor the Sudoku 
$50 a day
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9 2
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5 1 9
6 3 2 5
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Cahn
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orcd before the game.
“I think (Cahn) and I have had a 
bond over the last couple years, her 
being a pitcher, me being a catch­
er,” Correia said. “I think we stuck 
it out together, and its nice having 
that other person on the other side 
o f your battery saying, ‘We can get 
through this. We can get through 
anything if we have each other.”’
And that is what they did.
Cahn walked out to the circle for 
the seventh inning with the Mus­
tangs leading by one and fought back 
tears as she focused on the next bat­
ters. Unfortunately, she surrendered 
a run, and Cal Poly could not score 
in its half o f the inning.
For the third straight game, the 
Mustangs were headed for extras, but 
a resilient Cahn, nursing an injury to 
her leg, returned to pitch a scoreless 
eighth inning.
“Then (in the bottom of the eighth) 
Steph went up to bat, I was on deck.” 
Cahn said. “She got that (RBI) hit, and
die tears just started streaming down 
my f ^ .  I was crying my eyes out.” 
Cahn finally helped her coach 
grab her 200th victory on the final 
out o f her final game.
“It was just really emotional going 
from being a freshman and not know­
ing what to expect and saying, ‘Hey I 
got four more years’, then going into 
my last game, my last inning and win­
ning our last game,” Cahn said. “It 
was really, really a great way to end.” 
She still has a quarter or two to 
wrap up her schoolwork, but Cahn 
looks forward to spending more time
with her friends and relaxing.
The fact that she will not don a 
Cal Poly jersey again has not quite 
sunk in; four years o f habit is hard to 
break. Not having practice might do 
the trick, she said.
After college, Cahn hopes to go 
into nutritional education, and pos­
sibly work toward her master’s at 
Cal Poly.
But for now, she is happy to 
have given her coach, someone 
who helped her transition through 
a tough freshman year, a big win to 
start a new era in Cal Poly softball.
@ m ustangdaily
Heat
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While Heat coach Erik Spoelstra 
said he would have preferred only a 
one-day break after Sunday’s series 
opener, he did see potential benefit 
from the extra time in the gym.
“The nature o f this team, all sea­
son long, since the first day of training 
camp, is to fix the things that don’t 
go our way and do it with sweat and 
hitting and doing it on the practice 
court,” he said before Tuesday’s session 
at the University of Illinois Chicago.
Spoelstra stressed Tuesday that 
gains made in Game 2 have to come 
from within.
“There is no cavalry and what 1 
told the guys is, ‘The cavalry is our 
mentality,’” he said of outside discus­
sion of lineup change or a change to 
the active roster. “Wc have to come 
out with a much tougher, aggressive 
disposition, regardless o f who plays
in the game.” ’
Wade admitted he didn’t get the 
“cavalry” comparison at first.
“My kids went to Cavalry Chris­
tian School in Chicago,” he said with 
a smile.
While much has been made of 
the Heat’s 45-33 rebounding deficit 
in Game 1, including a 31-8 Chi­
cago edge in second-chance scoring, 
James said there is more he and Wade 
can contribute on that end. James 
closed Game 1 with six rebounds, 
Wade with three.
“Me and D-Wade got to do a bet­
ter job of rebounding in Game 2,” 
he said. “It’s the fourth straight time 
we got outrebounded by this team if 
you include the regular season. That’s 
where they’re very dominant.
“Me and D-Wade are athletic 
enough, we’re aware enough to sec 
where the ball is going off the rim or 
if it’s coming off or wherever it’s go­
ing to go get it. So we’ve got to be 
more assertive, also.” MCCIAtC HY'TRI BUN E
The Miami Heat lost to the Chicago Bulls 103-82 in Game 1 o f the Eastern Conference Finals Sunday night.
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Baseball’s gam e against 
S a n ta  Clara postponed
RYAN SIDARTO MUSTANG DAILY FILE PHOTO 
Col Poly baseball fisns will have a bit longer to wait to watch the Mustangs play 
their final home game. Cal Poly’s matchup scheduled against Santa Clara last night 
was postponed due to weather conditions. No makeup date has been arranged, but 
the Mustangs will sdll play three games at PKafic this weekend.
Barkley calls Miami Heat 
‘ a w hiny bunch’ on air
Ira Winderman
SUN SENTINEL
CH IC A G O  —  Forget “Big Three" 
when it comes to describing the M i­
ami Heat. Charles Barkley seemingly 
prefers to go with “whiny bunch."
In Chicago for T N T  s coverage 
o f the Eastern Conference finals se­
ries between the Heat and Chicago 
Bulls that resumes with Wedne.sday s 
Game 2 at the United Center, Bark-' 
ley offered his thoughts on the Heat 
during an appearance Tuesday on 
the local ESPN Radio affiliate.
“Those guys are actually a whiny 
bunch,” Barkley said.
Barkley said his view is the Heat 
have proven to be a thin-skinned 
group.
“They never take any personal
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responsibility to why people take 
shots at them,” he said.
He noted the Heat's reaction 
to criticism o f how LeBron James 
announced his free-agent decision 
to leave the Cleveland Cavaliers, as 
well as James, Dwyane Wade and 
Chris Bosh talking about multiple 
championships before playing 
their first game together.
“I love, ‘The Miami Heat is los­
ing, the world is happy,’" Barkley 
said o f a comment Wade offered 
amid the Heat’s uneven play at 
midscason. “First o f all, nobody is 
thinking about the Miami Heat. 
You guys are good guys. You’re the 
guys who came out and said, ‘We’re 
not (only) going to win one, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven champi­
onships.’ We’re like, ‘Really?’”
Barkley was courtside for the 
Heat’s 103-82 Game 1 loss Sun­
day and will be back at Wednes­
day’s Game 2. He has predicted 
the Bulls would win the best-of- 
seven series. He will travel with the 
T N T  studio team for the games in 
South Florida, as well, beginning 
with Sunday’s Game 3 at America- 
nAirlines Arena.
“Nobody dislikes Dwyane and 
LeBron and Chris Bosh,” he said. 
“All three are good guys and ter­
rific players."
set Heat, fMge I I
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Anna Cahn maros softball history
J.J. Jenkins
)JJE N K IN S.M D < ^  MAIL.COM
Pitcher Anna Cahn walked into the 
sofiball locker room before her fi­
nal game as a Mustang on Saturday 
morning. She looked in her locker to 
find a note from head coach Jenny 
Condon congratulating her for com­
pleting four years at Cal Pbly and 
expressing gratitude for her service.
That was the first o f many tears 
shed that day as Cahn walked over 
to thank her coach.
“Then (Condon) looked at me 
and she said, ‘Do you want to pitch 
today?’” Cahn said. “I said, ‘O f 
course I do.’”
That day marked the end of 
Cahn’s career, maybe one of the most 
prolific in Cal Poly softball history.
On Tuesday, she received All- 
Big West first-team honors —  be­
coming the first player in program 
history to be selected to an All-Big 
West team in each o f her four sea­
sons. She’s come a long way since 
the beginning o f her first season 
with the Mustangs. Her career, 
star-studded with awards and ac­
colades, started off a bit slow.
Batter up
Cahn’s first appearance as a 
Mustang was in 2008 as a fresh­
man designated player against 
No. 2 Texas A&M . O n T V  a year 
earlier, she watched the very same 
opposing pitcher strike out batters, 
and now she had her chance to 
play on the same field.
Cahn went O-for-2 and left two 
runners on base, but the Mustangs 
defeated the Aggies in a 5--1 upset.
By the end o f the season, Cahn 
emerged as one o f Cal Poly’s most 
potent hitters, with the second- 
highest batting average on a team 
full o f upperclassmen, in addition 
to having the second lowest ERA 
with 21 Stans.
“(Cahn) came in and swung the
bat, which was a bonus,” Condon 
said. “We didn’t really know what 
we were going to get from her fresh­
man year. We thought she might be 
a project, but she settled in well her 
freshman year. Then her sophomore 
year she was lights out."
In her second season, Cahn led 
the team to a 41 -win season and a 
NCAA Regional bid by posting 28 
wins and belting six home runs.
One of her favorite memories 
at Cal Poly was during this time. It 
was the trip to Palo Alto, Calif., for 
the Regionals where the Mustangs 
picked up their first ever Division I 
postseason victories against Portland 
State and Nevada.
Condon’s initial skepticism about 
Cahn’s ability to hit seems almost 
comical now. When runners are on 
base and Cahn steps up to the plate, 
the bright yellow ball usually stays 
far away from the strike zone. This 
year alone, C.ahn was subjected to 38 
bases on balls, almost a third of the 
team’s total.
End o f the road
All four years came to a head 
Saturday afternoon against Pacific, 
where the lone seniors, Cahn and 
catcher Stephanie Correia were hon-
see Cahut pegs I I
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In 2009i Anna Cahn went 28-7 and finiahed the season with 160 strikeouts,  ^
while boasting a 1.80 ERA. At the plate, she hit .338 with 41 RBIs.
